
“BELOVED, BROKEN AND BEAUTIFUL”
- September 24th 2023 -







Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” 



 What we perceive subjectively through our lens is a mere 
shadow compared to the reality of who God is in truth.



Are we locked into seeing an ‘Old Testament’ shadow of God’s 
nature instead of the one revealed to us definitively in Jesus? 

(Heb 10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.)







  “The truth is a dangerous thing.  
          It can change everything.”

“SILO”  
A Modern-day Allegory

  — Mayor Bernard Holland

                                              “The silo is a machine.  
              It’s designed to keep us alive, but it’s also designed to control us…   
                       The only thing worse than living in the dark is knowing  
                                           there’s a light out there you can’t reach.”

  — Juliette Nichols (Protagonist)  



(to play “SILO” Movie Trailery, click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/silo-teaching-clips/video/867310381 

https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/silo-teaching-clips/video/867310381


  “What’s the big question?”

“SILO”  - A Modern-day Allegory

  — George Wilkins (IT ‘rebel’)

“What if everything you know to be true  
                        was one big lie?”                                         

  — Juliette Nichols (Protagonist)  











(to play “Birthing a New Way” video, click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/inspiring-music-and-videos/video/662701733 

https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/inspiring-music-and-videos/video/662701733




A False Dichotomy





                                  “The great spiritual call  
                                   of the Beloved Children of God  
                                 is to pull their brokenness away  
                                   from the shadow of the curse  
               and put it under the light of the blessing.”

- Henri Nouwen “Life of the Beloved”



“Aren't you, like me, hoping that some person, thing, or event 
will come along to give you that final feeling of 

inner well-being you desire? 
…But as long as you are waiting for that mysterious moment 

you will go on running helter-skelter, always anxious and 
restless, always lustful and angry, never fully satisfied. 

You know that this is the compulsiveness that keeps us going 
and busy, but at the same time makes us wonder whether we 

are getting anywhere in the long run. 
This is the way to spiritual exhaustion and burn-out. 

This is the way to spiritual death.”

“Life of the Beloved” (Henri Nouwen)



“Every time you feel hurt, offended, or 
rejected,  you have to dare to say to yourself: 

These feelings, strong as they may be, 
are not telling me the truth about myself.
 
The truth, even though I cannot feel it 
right now, is that I am the chosen child of God, 
    precious in God's eyes, called the Beloved 
        from all eternity, and held safe 
             in an everlasting belief.”

“Life of the Beloved” (Henri Nouwen)



“It’s such a powerful experience to be in the presence of someone who  
sees our brokenness —maybe because they live with us and it’s  
obvious, or it’s a therapist, or a friend, or at a recovery meeting 
— and who sees through the brokenness to the invincible  
   preciousness of our self in the midst of our brokenness.  
When we risk sharing what hurts the most in the presence of  
        someone who will not invade us or abandon us, we can come upon  
                 within ourselves the pearl of great price, the invincible  
                       preciousness of ourselves in the midst of our brokenness.”  

“Shame Is an Outside Voice” (Jim Finley, CAC Devotional May 12/23)



(to play “As You Find Me” music video, click link below)
https://trinityflix.com/project/as-you-find-me/ 

https://trinityflix.com/project/as-you-find-me/

