Living an “AS IF” Resurrection Life of Faith
from the “I AM’s” of Jesus

(Malcolm Guite on”With A Your Mind”, click link below)
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https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/malcolm-guite-re ections/video/707317895

Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998) was an
internationally renowned British missionary,
pastor, and scholar. He began as a village
evangelist in India, and eventually held such
positions as bishop of the Church of South India
and associate general secretary of the WCC.
Because he spent so many years sharing the
gospel in cultures that were unencumbered
by Western philosophical baggage,
Newbigin was in a privileged
position to perceive our
contemporary post-Enlightenment
assumptions about knowledge and
certainty as merely one ideology
among many, open to challenge.
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“Proper Con dence” by Lesslie Newbigin
When Newbigin talks about a proper con dence he doesn’t mean a
faith that removes uncertainty from our lives. Rather, our faith is
properly con dent not because of our ability to be certain about it,
but because of who our faith is in: our eternally faithful and
unconditionally loving God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
“If the biblical story is true,
the kind of certainty proper to a
human begin will be one which
rests on the delity of God,
not upon the competence of the
human knower. It will be a kind
of certainty which is inseparable
from gratitude and trust” (p 20)

2Timothy 1:12 (PASSION)

“The con dence of my calling enables me
to overcome every di culty without shame,
for I have an intimate revelation of this God.
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And my faith in him convinces me that
he is more than able to keep all that
I’ve placed in his hands safe and secure
until the fullness of his appearing.”
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“Proper Con dence” by Lesslie Newbigin
Newbigin continues: “Note here two features of this kind of
assurance which distinguish it from the ideal of certainty we
have inherited from the Age of Reason. In the rst place,
the locus of con dence (if one may
put it so) is not in the competence
of our own knowing, but in the
faithfulness and reliability
of the one who is known…
Secondly, the phrase “until that
day” reminds us that this is not
a claim to possess nal truth but
to be on the way that leads to
the fullness of truth…” (p.67)

And so Trinity ‘entered the room’ of our humanity
by becoming one of us, and changed
the conversation dramatically.
Everything we thought
we knew about God’s
nature and presence
shifted from disembodied
ideas to real, face-to-face
relationship, inviting us to know
and willingly respond to Them
and one another in love.
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- Michael La eur (May 1st 2022)

(Malcolm Guite on “As If.", click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/malcolm-guite-re ections/video/701748810
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What is the di erence between an “AS IF” statement
and an “IF” statement in relation to our understanding
of what’s true about God, ourselves, the world, etc.?

What is the di erence between an “AS IF” statement
and an “IF” statement in relation to our understanding
of what’s true about God, ourselves, the world, etc.?
One is Subjective and Conditional: everything rests on the ability
and performance of a person to realize it’s truth for/by themselves;
something’s true only if/until/unless they succeed in making it true.
One is Objective and Relatonal: reckoning on something or
someone as objectively true/real outside of oneself that invites our
participation to perceive, enjoy and live out its implications.
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E.g. “Confess your sins to BE forgiven…” in 1Jn 1:9 versus
“Confess your sins AS IF you are already forgiven…”

Living an “AS IF” Life of Faith from the “I AM’s” of Jesus
Most of us struggle to live from and enjoy the essential truth of
our being and beloved identity that is rooted in Jesus’ own
being and identity as the Father’s beloved Son.
John’s Gospel reveals that the eternal Word, who was face to
to face with the Father from all eternity, has fully
‘entered the room’ of our humanity, unveiling God's
glory in us, so that we might increasingly see, know
and enjoy the truth of his “I AM-ness” as our own.
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Jesus “I AM” declaration and ongoing invitation to experientially
abide in and make ourselves at home in his love is rooted in his
own knowing and resting in His Father’s loving a rmation.
- Michael La eur (May 8th 2022)
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The Giver of all gifts asks me to give!
“AS IF” by Malcolm Guite The Fountain from which every good thing ows,
( from Parable and Paradox )
The Life who spends himself that all might live,
The Root whence every bud and blossom grows,
Calls me, as if I knew no limitation,
As if I focused all his hidden force,
To be creative with his new creation,
To nd my ow in him, my living source,
To live as if I had no fear of losing,
To spend as if I had no need to earn,
To turn my cheek as if it felt no bruising,
To lend as if I needed no return,
As if my debts and sins were all forgiven,
As if I too could body forth his Heaven.

Responding to the “AS IF's” invitation to live by faith from Jesus’ “I AM’s”
1. Identify several aspirational “AS IF” baby steps of faith based on God’s promises?
E.g. “Are you not more precious than… Your heavenly Father knows… so do not worry”
Loving others AS God loves you… Seeing everyone as ALREADY included & a new creation”
[from poem] To live as if I had no fear of losing, To spend as if I had no need to earn,
To turn my cheek as if it felt no bruising, To lend as if I needed no return,
As if my debts and sins were all forgiven

2. What helps or hinders you from seeing and living “AS IF” from Jesus’ own “I AM’s”?
3. Given that Jesus “knows our every weakness” and continues to share fully in our
humanity, consider how the Holy Spirit can help you personally live and walk by faith.

Yet those who embrace Him, who trust in His name,
experience His Light, His I AM setting them free to become
their true selves, free to live as children of God in the darkness,
discovering their origin beyond their earthly parents
in the Word in the Father.
- John 1:12-13 Paraphrase by Baxter Kruger

(Godfrey Birtill’s “Two Thousand Years” music video, click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/godfreys-2000-years-ago-music-video

1Peter 1:3-9 (MIRROR Bible)
“3 Let us celebrate the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
with articulate acclaim. According to his matchless mercy and
tender compassions, he birthed us again when Jesus was raised
from the dead. In him, we were rebooted to live the authentic
life of our design; while participating in a living hope,
witnessing the Father's expectation of the ages unfold in us!
4 We

are reintroduced to an imperishable inheritance,
which has been flawlessly preserved for us in the heavenly
realm, where neither Adam’s fall, nor mankind’s failure
to justify themselves, could possibly contaminate,
discredit or diminish the original portion of
our true sonship realized in Christ Jesus!

1Peter 1:3-9 (MIRROR Bible)
“5 Your legitimate inheritance was guarded all along by God’s belief
in you, to be fully unveiled in the conclusion of time as the
perfect solution to mankind’s predicament!
6 So, regardless of any degree of contradiction, whether prolonged,
or swift, your reason for exuberant joy remains uninterrupted;
even at times where you might have occasion
to feel utterly miserable! 7 This will help
you in those difficult times: think of your
belief as something much more precious
than any possible evaluation of gold;
remember that fire does not destroy
the metal, it reveals it!

1Peter 1:3-9 (MIRROR Bible)
“6 …Now even gold is an inferior comparison to faith! Gold as a
currency has only temporal and unpredictable value; it fluctuates as
the market changes. Now, in the same way that fire reveals gold, your
faith in the midst of contradiction, makes Jesus Christ visible and
gives much reason to testimony stories worth telling. This is what
has permanent value, and exhibits the glory of Christ in you!

1Peter 1:3-9 (MIRROR Bible)
8 So even though you have never seen Jesus in the flesh you love him;
even at times where he seems remote and invisible, your awareness
of your union in him continues to ignite belief!
You are leaping with indescribable and exuberant joy as you hold
him in high esteem! 9 In this place of joy, you are beyond the reach
of any harm. Joy gives your faith a voice
announcing the perfection of
your soul’s salvation.”

