“FROM GROANING TO GLORY” - Week 3 of a Lenten Journey
Real Confession: Re-aligning with Love in Relation to the Other

“In the world, there is an industry —
a billion-dollar, trillion-dollar industry —
about hiding things. Concealers. Bodyshapers. Fillers. Procedures. Clothing. Hair
accessories. Hair products. Everything to
conceal the reality of who we are. And my
instruction to everybody was: I want there
to be no concealing of anything.
I've been sucking my stomach in since I was
11, when you start being conscious of boys
and bodies, and the jeans are super tight.
I very specifically decided to relinquish and
release every muscle I had that I used to
clench to hide the reality.”

- Jamie Lee Curtis
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Psalm 32:1-6 (NLT)
1 Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven,
whose sin is put out of sight!
2 Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has
cleared of guilt, whose lives are lived in complete honesty!
3 When I refused to confess my sin, my body wasted away,
and I groaned all day long.
4 Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me.
My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat.
5 Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide my guilt.
I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.”
And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.
6 Therefore, let all the godly pray to you while there is still time,
that they may not drown in the floodwaters of judgment.

(to play “The Heart of Man Featurette”, click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/rock-and-river-church-videos/video/316188971

A Meditation on Confession

“Sin and Confession Beyond Shame”
( by Jonathan Martin - from Clarion Journal article Feb 12th 2019)
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I absolutely buy into "original blessing”
(Genesis 1) over original sin (the
blessing is far more “original”
than the curse).
The tree of the knowledge of good and
evil in Genesis 3 is the tree of judgment
and represents playing God rather
than accepting our creaturely limits,
living in trust & dependence.
Sin is mostly about living out of
alignment with Love.
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Our human propensity to screw things
up… doesn’t change the fact that we
are created (good) in the image of God.
Sin, our propensity to place self over
against others/community/God,
distorts us, but the image of God
in us is not lost.
We are not shattered, but bent, and in
need of grace to set us right.

“Sin and Confession Beyond Shame”
( by Jonathan Martin from Clarion Journal article Feb 12th 2019)

Barbara Brown Taylor nails this in
Speaking of Sin, when she calls sin a
“helpful, hopeful word” that enables
us to “move from guilt to grace.”
She calls the language of sin “the
lost language of salvation.”
(note that sin has nothing to do
with SHAME, which is NEVER a
helpful, hopeful word).

“Sin and Confession Beyond Shame”
( by Jonathan Martin from Clarion Journal article Feb 12th 2019)

Knowing this, I am practically giddy to pray the prayer of
confession in the mornings: “Most merciful God, we
confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone.”
I’m giddy because I know how merciful God is, that I am
forgiven and don’t need to beg for it. But I get out of
alignment with Love easily and often. Repentance is
realignment, not moralism — it’s more about motive/
intention. It feels so good to have my heart set right again.

The confession and absolution keeps me from having to go
around feeling guilty and pretending as if I’m guiltless. I
pray the confession not to wallow in guilt, but because it
returns me to grace for myself & others.
I pray the confession, because that’s where the party is.

"When souls have been ill-taught about God,
the true God will not let them gaze too long
upon the Moloch which men have
set up to represent him.
He will turn away their minds from
that which men call him, and fill them
with some of his own lovely thoughts
or works, such as may by degrees,
prepare the way for
a vision of the Father."
– George MacDonald

(from “Robert Falconer”)

We pray “Lord have mercy” not to turn on
God’s mercy tap but to position ourselves
beneath its infinite flow.
- Brad Jersak Tweet
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Emmanuel Levinas on the Face of “the Other”
French existentialist philosopher (1906 - 1995)

“The first word of the face is the “Thou shalt not kill”…
The face resists possession, resists my powers…
It speaks to me and thereby invites me to a relation…
a source from which all meaning appears.”
- Levinas, “Totality and Infinity”

“To approach the Other in conversation is to welcome his expression,
in which at each instant, he overflows the idea a thought
would carry away from it. It is therefore to receive from
the Other beyond the capacity of the I, which means exactly:
to have the idea of infinity. But it also means: to be taught.”
- Levinas, “Totality and Infinity”

(to play “Emmanuel Levinas the Face of the Other”, click link below)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdFL_odCVdI

(to play “Phone Booth” Movie Confession Scene click link below)
https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/inspiring-music-and-videos/video/687448520

1John 1:7-9 (MIRROR)
7 We are invited to explore the dimensions of the same light that engulfs God;
when we see the light in his light, fellowship ignites! In this light,
we understand how the blood of Jesus Christ is
the removal of every distortion and stain of sin!
8 To claim innocence by our own eﬀorts under the law of personal performance, is to
deceive ourselves and to deliberately ignore the truth. The truth about us, does not
mean that we now have to go into denial as if we haven't done anything wrong!
9 Our conversation takes on a brand new dynamic when we take sides with what God
believes about us! So, instead of telling God about the detail of your sin, you remind
yourself about the detail of your redemption. God doesn’t need the information, you
do! God's faithfulness and righteousness is the basis of our forgiveness and cleansing
from every distortion. Jesus removed every bit of condemning evidence against us!

We pray “Lord have mercy” not to turn on
God’s mercy tap but to position ourselves
beneath its infinite flow.
- Brad Jersak Tweet

The Father’s Song: Beloved Before We Were Created
An illustration from Francois du Toit

There is a tribe in Africa where the birth date of a child is
counted not from when they were born, nor from when they are
conceived but from the day that the child was a thought in its
mother’s mind. And when a woman decides that she will have a
child, she goes off and sits under a tree, by herself, and she listens
until she can hear the song of the child that wants to come.
And after she’s heard the song of this child, she comes back to the
man who will be the child’s father, and teaches it to him. And
then, when they make love to physically conceive the child, some
of that time they sing the song of the child, as a way to invite it.
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And then, when the mother is pregnant, the mother teaches that
child’s song to the midwives and the old women of the village, so
that when the child is born, the old women and the people
around her sing the child’s song to welcome it. And then, as the
child grows up, the other villagers are taught
the child’s song. If the child falls, or hurts its
knee, someone picks it up and sings its song to
it. Or perhaps the child does something
wonderful, or goes through the rites of puberty,
then as a way of honouring this person, the
people of the village sing his or her song.
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In the African tribe there is one other occasion upon which the
villagers sing to the child. If at any time during his or her life, the
person commits a crime or aberrant social act, the individual is
called to the centre of the village and the people in the
community form a circle around them. Then they sing their song
to them. The tribe recognizes that the
correction for antisocial behaviour is not
punishment; it is love and the remembrance
of identity. When you recognize your own
song, you have no desire or need to do
anything that would hurt another.

In the light of our free access to the Father, let us extend that
embrace to one another. Our gatherings are no longer a
repetition of tradition but an essential fellowship where we
remind one another of our true identity. Let us do so with
greater urgency now the day has dawned in our understanding.
- Heb 10:25 MIRROR

“By the waters of reflection my soul remembers who I am.”
- Psalm 23 (The MIRROR Bible)

