“Love Has Come” - Lyric & Music Video by Michael Lafleur
(to play video, click link below)

https://vimeopro.com/user2890445/love-has-come-music-video

Living with Purpose and Presence as Light in the Darkness
“You Are the Light of the World”
Isaiah 49:1-6 NLT
1 Listen

to me, all you in distant lands! Pay attention, you who are far
away! The Lord called me before my birth; from within the womb
he called me by name. 2 He made my words of judgment as sharp as a
sword. He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand.
I am like a sharp arrow in his quiver. 3 He said to
me, “You are my servant, Israel, and you will
bring me glory.” 4 I replied, “But my work
seems so useless! I have spent my strength
for nothing and to no purpose.
Yet I leave it all in the Lord’s hand;
I will trust God for my reward.”

Living with Purpose and Presence as Light in the Darkness
“You Are the Light of the World”
Isaiah 49:1-6 NLT
5 And

now the Lord speaks — the one who formed me in my mother’s
womb to be his servant, who commissioned me to bring Israel back to
him. The Lord has honoured me, and my God has given me strength.
6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me.
I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

[ from Amy G. Oden’s commentary on Isaiah 49 ]

It’s important here to remember the backstory at work in Isaiah in
order to grasp the power of Isaiah’s proclamation in chapter 49. God’s
people have been defeated, their temple destroyed. They are taken in
chains to Babylon. This exile is a crisis of identity and faith.
Into this crisis, Isaiah speaks a word of hope in
these chapters. God will send a servant who
will do justice (and so much more)…
The disorientation of exile is
replaced by a new orientation that is
more than just returning to the
way things were before exile.
God has something much more in mind.

“God never changes his mind about you.
He is simply in love with you.
What he does again and again
is change your mind about him.”
— Herbert McCabe on Twitter

“Oh The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” - Audrey Assad (feat. Fernando Ortega)
(to play video, click link below)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vUhwyjdk8A

“God never changes his mind about you. He is simply in love with you.
What he does again and again is change your mind about him.”
Time for Reflection:

— Herbert McCabe on Twitter

We’ve been on a remarkable journey of reimagining and rediscovering who
Trinity is and always has been and who we are as God’s beloved children.

1. What ‘new thing’ has Trinity helped you perceive and change your
mind about in recent years — about God, yourself, or others?
What is He still working on changing?
2. Is there a specific, deep mind-set shift (“metanoia”) and practical
response you/we might make, empowered by the Spirit, to effect ongoing
change of mind and not defaulting to old ways of seeing and being?

[ from Amy G. Oden’s commentary on Isaiah 49 ]

From Rahab to David to Mary, the story of God’s people is full of
unlikely servants raised up by God… In this case, the servant, too, is
hidden even from himself as an agent of God. The servant stands
disbelieving in the face of God’s call, blinded by self-condemnation
to God’s purposes. He confesses a life “labored in vain,” spent “for
nothing and vanity” (verse 4)… This passage moves from the very
particular and powerful deliverance of Israel
to an even larger mission.
In an astonishing phrase God says
that this restoration of Israel is
“too light a thing” (verse 6) in and of itself.
God’s people do not exist for themselves alone,
nor is their restoration an end in itself.

[ from Amy G. Oden’s commentary on Isaiah 49 ]

God doesn’t get stuck in the tidy resolutions to our crises that
we think end the story. We often believe that if things turn out okay,
the story is over. If the church makes budget, then “whew, thankGod,
that was close!” If we get through a health scare [ or a pandemic ],
we are humbled and grateful. Yet God is not done.
These so-called endings are
beginnings, each a new horizon of
possibility. Not for ourselves
alone, but for the world God loves.
God’s story is always bigger than
ours, holding our stories within
God’s life and weaving them into
the wide-open future.

Time for Reflection:
We’ve been on a remarkable journey of reimagining and rediscovering who
Trinity is and always has been and who we are as God’s beloved children.

1. What ‘new thing’ has Trinity helped you perceive and change your
mind about in recent years — about God, yourself, or others?
What is He still working on changing?
2. Is there a specific, deep mind-set shift (“metanoia”) and practical
response you/we might make, empowered by the Spirit, to effect ongoing
change of mind and not defaulting to old ways of seeing and being?
3. As the darkness of this pandemic gives way to the Light of hope,
what might God NOT want to ‘return to normal’ in your life?
What more might Trinity have in mind for you? for us as the Church?

Living with Purpose and Presence as Light in the Darkness
“You Are the Light of the World”

“Light of the World” - Lauren Daigle Lyric Music Video
(to play video, click link below)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WR5iwssnTn4

